Autumn 2026 Class Newsletter

Y3 and 4 Banksy Class

Class teacher: Shamim Miah
Teaching Assistants: Rushna, Lutifa and Kaye.

We are a GOLD Rights Respecting School
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Our Class Name Banksy

Banksy is a world-famous but very mysterious street artist from England, and no
one knows who he really is even to this day! He started creating art in the 1990s,
using stencils to quickly spray-paint pictures on walls, sidewalks, and buildings. His
artwork shows up in surprising places and often makes people laugh, think, or see
the world in a new way. Banksy's art often has a message about peace, kindness,
or unfair things happening in the world. For example, he once painted a picture of a
young girl frisking a soldier, flipping the idea of who should be searched for safety.
Another famous piece shows a man throwing a bunch of flowers like a grenade—
showing that love and peace are more powerful than violence. One of his most
well-known works, Girl with a Balloon, shows a little girl letting go of a red heart-
shaped balloon. That artwork became so famous, a version of it sold for over $1.4 million—and then it
shredded itself just after the auction! It was part of a surprise by Banksy to show how wild the art world
can be. Even though we don’t know who Banksy is, his creative and thoughtful art continues to pop up
all around the world, inspiring kids and adults to ask questions, care about others, and use their
imagination.

Welcome Message from the Class Teacher
Dear Families,
Welcome back!




| hope you had a wonderful summer break and enjoyed spending some quality time together. I'm
really looking forward to being your child’s class teacher this year and to all the learning and
experiences we have ahead of us.

Throughout the year, there will be lots to look forward to, including exciting learning, workshops,
school trips, special events and after-school clubs. Let's make the most of every opportunity by
working together — keeping communication open, prioritising excellent attendance and punctuality,
and encouraging every child to take part in at least one club or enrichment opportunity this year.
A Little About Me

I've been part of the Bangabandhu Primary School family for 10 years and am currently the Oracy
Lead. | love learning and teaching about History, Science and Geography, and I'm lucky to have
travelled to many countries around the world. Outside of school, | enjoy swimming, cycling and
keeping active. I'm looking forward to another exciting year of learning, fun and making memaories
together!

I'm looking forward to getting to know you and your child and to a happy and successful year
together!

Shamim Miah.

Important Reminders

Attendance and Punctuality

Excellent attendance and punctuality are vital in giving your child the best possible chance to achieve
and succeed. Our school day begins at 8.55am, with classroom doors opening at 8.50am. Please
ensure your child arrives by 8.50am so they have time to come into class, settle and be ready for
registration and learning at 8.55am.

Children arriving at 8.56am or later will be marked as late. Learning begins straight away, so even
arriving a few minutes late can mean missing key teaching. When this happens regularly, those
missed minutes quickly add up and can make it harder for children to keep up with their learning.
Every day and every minute of learning matters — thank you for helping your child arrive every day,
on time and ready to learn.

Working Together — Communication with Families

We want families to feel welcome, know what is happening in school and feel comfortable talking to
us. Please come into the playground in the morning and say hello. These regular, informal
opportunities help us get to know you and build positive relationships. You can pass on a quick
message, but teachers need to focus on welcoming children and getting learning started promptly. If
you need a longer or more private conversation, please let us know and we will arrange a suitable
time to speak with you.

At the end of the day, please collect your child promptly and wait patiently while children are
dismissed safely. If you would like to speak to the class teacher, please wait until all children have
been dismissed so that their attention can remain on keeping children safe.

Please check Arbor regularly and keep notifications switched on. Arbor is one of our main ways of
communicating with families and is used to share important school information, trips, clubs, events
and other updates. We don't want you to miss anything!

Please ensure the School Office always has your up-to-date contact and medical information. Any
medication must be taken directly to the office and should not be handed to the class teacher at the
classroom door.

What to Bring to School Each Day
Please help your child come to school ready and organised for learning each day.




All children should bring their book bag to school every day, with their reading book and reading
record inside. Due to limited storage space, children should not bring rucksacks to school. Please do
not attach charms or keyrings to book bags, as these can become lost, cause upset and create
unnecessary distractions. Please check your child’s book bag regularly and support them to develop
good habits by keeping it tidy and organised.

Children should also bring a named, reusable water bottle filled with fresh water each day. Staying
well hydrated supports concentration and helps children remain alert and ready to learn.

Children should have their PE kit in school, ready for their PE lessons. Please remember that we are a
nut-free school due to children with potentially serious allergies. Any birthday cakes brought into
school must have a full ingredients list. Sweets and chocolates should not be brought into school.
Thank you for helping your child develop the independence and routines they need to arrive ready
to learn each day.

Classroom routines and organisation
PE information
Our PE Day will be on Wednesdays.
Please ensure children are equipped with the correct kit for PE:
e Dblack shorts, tracksuits or leggings
e red t-shirt
e trainers or plimsoles for outdoor PE (school black trainers worn in the day can be used)
e Children can come into school wearing their PE Kit on PE days.

Spellings
The spellings that the children are learning in class will be sent home for them to practice on a Friday
— more information below.

Book Bags
The children must bring their book bag to school every day so that books can be changed when
needed and that children can access their books in the school day. More information below.

Home |earning
Home learning is designed to reinforce and practise what children are learning in school and to help
them develop positive, independent learning habits.
Reading
Reading is our most important home-learning expectation. Children should read every day for at
least 15 minutes and regularly enjoy their Must Reads. Please listen to your child read, read to them
and talk together about the books they are enjoying. Reading Records will be checked regularly so
that we can work together to support consistent reading at home. Please sign your child’s reading
record to support with this.
Ensure that your child looks after their 3 sets of books; reads them every evening and brings them to
school daily:

e RWI and book bag book or two Oxford Reading Tree books (depending on your child’s

English group).

e Must Read Book.

e (lass library book.
Spellings
The children are taught new spellings each week. Spellings will be sent home every Friday for the
children to continue to practice at home. The children will be assessed on the spellings the following
Friday.




Maths

Children will also receive maths activities linked to their learning in school. Maths home learning may
include interactive board games, short booklet activities and practical maths tasks. We encourage
children to complete these little and often, rather than all at once.

In line with our Healthy Minds approach, home learning will not be set on screens. We want home
learning to be purposeful and manageable while still leaving children plenty of time for family life,
play, creativity, physical activity and rest.

Thank you for supporting your child with their home learning — your interest, encouragement and
praise make a real difference.

Ways to Help Your Child at Home
There are lots of simple ways you can support and take an interest in your child's learning at home:

e Talk about the school day. Ask your child what they learned, what they enjoyed, what they
found challenging or an interesting fact they discovered. Talking about learning helps
children recall, reflect on and strengthen what they have learned.

e Learn through everyday experiences. Cooking, making, building, drawing, shopping and
visiting local places all provide opportunities to develop language, maths, creativity and
problem-solving. Talk together about what you are doing and why.

e Encourage curiosity. Ask questions, explore your child’s interests together and encourage
them to explain their thinking and ideas.

e Use trusted learning resources, such as BBC Bitesize, where appropriate to revisit or explore
learning.

You do not need to recreate school at home — talking, reading, exploring and showing an interest in
what your child is learning can make a real difference.

Must Reads — Books Every Child Should Experience

At Bangabandhu, we want every child to develop a love of reading and experience a rich and varied
range of high-quality books. Our Must Reads are a carefully selected collection of books that we
believe every child should have the opportunity to enjoy during their time with us.

The books have been chosen to broaden children’s reading experiences, introduce them to authors,
characters, ideas and styles of writing they may not otherwise encounter, and gradually expose them
to increasingly rich and challenging texts. Our Must Reads progress from Nursery through to Year 6,
growing in complexity as children develop as readers.

Children do not always have to read these books independently. Reading together and being read
to are just as valuable. Please enjoy the books with your child, talk about the characters and events,
discuss unfamiliar words and ideas, and share your thoughts and opinions. We want children to
discover that reading is not simply something they do at school — books can make us laugh, wonder,
imagine, question, learn and see the world in different ways.

The Must Read book titles for Year 3:

The Day War Came by Nicola Davies and Rebecca Cobb
The Firework-Maker's Daughter by Phillip Pullman
After the Fall by Dan Santat
The Tunnel by Anthony Browne
The Mysteries of Harris Burdick by Chris Van Allsburg
Storm by Kevin Crossley Holland
The Butterfly Lion by Michael Morpurgo



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Matilda by Roald Dahl
Pugs of the Frozen North by Philip Reeve
You're a Bad Man, Mr Gum! by Andy Stanton
I'll Take You to Mrs Cole! by Nigel Gray and Michael Foreman
The Accidental Prime Minister by Tom McLaughlin
Ice Palace by Robert Swindells

Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown
The Tin Forest by Helen Ward

The Must Read book titles for Year 4:
One Candle by Eve Bunting (Non-linear time sequence)
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis (Archaic)
The Legend of Captain Crow's Teeth by Eoin Colfer (Non-linear time sequence)
Farm Boy by Michael Morpurgo (Non-linear time sequence)
The Case of the Lost Boy by Dori Hillestad Butler (complexity of the narrator)
Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl (complexity of plot)
Leon and the Place Between by Angela McAllister and Grahame Barker Smith (picture book)
Flotsam by David Weisner (picture book)
Arthur and the Golden Rope by Joe Todd Stanton (picture book)
The Wind in The Willows by Kenneth Grahame (Archaic)
The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy (classic)
Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White
The Brilliant World of Tom Gates by Liz Pichon
Why the Whales Came by Michael Morpurgo
The Way to Sattin Shore by Phillipa Pearce

Term dates:

Autumn Term

Thursday, 3rd September 2026 to Friday, 23rd October 2026

Half Term: Monday, 26th October 2026 to Friday, 30th October 2026
Tuesday, 3rd November 2026 to Friday, 18th December 2026

Spring Term

Monday, 4th January 2027 to Friday, 12th February 2027

Half Term: Monday, 15th February 2027 to Friday, 19th February 2027
Monday, 22nd February 2027 to Thursday, 25th March 2027
Summer Term

Monday, 12th April 2027 to Friday, 28th May 2027

Half Term: Monday, 31st May 2027 to Friday, 4th June 2027

Monday, 7th June 2027 to Wednesday 21st July 2027

Trips, Workshops and Events

Dates for school trips, workshops and events will be shared through Arbor, our weekly newsletter
and the school website calendar. Please check these regularly so you don't miss important dates and
opportunities to get involved.

We really value our families being active members of our school community. When you attend
workshops, you gain a better understanding of what and how your child is learning and how you can
support them at home. Coming along to school events gives you the opportunity to share in your




child’s experiences, celebrate their achievements and strengthen the important relationship between
home and school.

We also really appreciate parents and carers volunteering on school trips. Sharing these experiences
with your child can spark conversations at home and give you a valuable insight into their school life.
Your support makes a real difference and helps us to provide more opportunities and experiences
for our children.

Please come along and get involved whenever you can — we would love to see you!

e Y3 &4 Banksy Class Welcome Meeting — Wednesday 16" September at 9am.




